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Letters to the Editor  
 
Readers are encouraged to submit letters by e-mail to: weather@royal-met-soc.org.uk. Letters sent by post should 
be typed on one side of the page only. The Editor reserves the right to edit any letter to conform to house style 
and/or to fit available space.  
 
Length of the growing season  
A set of indicators of climate change and its impacts have been identified, covering climatological, environmental, 
and socio-economic factors in the UK (Cannell et al. 1999). We propose an additional indicator, namely the length 
of the growing season. This statistic meets the published requirements for an indicator (Cannell et al. 1999, pp. 3-
4): We propose an additional indicator, namely the length of the growing season. This statistic meets the published 
requirements for an indicator (Cannell et al. 1999, pp. 3-4): 
 
(i) a long-term record is available;  
(ii) the record shows that the indicator is sensitive to climate;  
(iii) the record is publicly available and routinely updated; and  
(iv) the record is closely related to policy concerns.  
 
The growing season is the period of time each year during which plants can grow; in practice, this is when air and 
soil temperature are above freezing for most of the time. Using the record of daily mean Central England 
Temperature (CET - Parker et at. 1992), we define the growing season as the longest period within a year that 
satisfies the twin requirements of:  
(i) beginning at the start of a period when daily mean CET is greater than 5 °C for five consecutive days; and  
(ii) ending on the day prior to the first subsequent period when daily mean CET is less than 5 °C for five 

consecutive days.  
In Fig. 1 we display this record of growing- season length. The longest growing season in the 229-year record 
occurred in 2000, when it extended for 330 days from 28 January to 22 December. This recent climate record has 
not, to our knowledge, been noted before. Other  
 
196  



    
 

1772-1991. Int. J. Climawl., 12, pp. 317-342 
Zhou, L. M., Tucker, C. I., Kaufmann, R. K., Slayback, D., Shabanov, N. V. and Myneni, R. B. (2001) Variations in 

northern vegetation activity inferred from satellite data of vegetation index during 1981 to 1999. J. Geophys. 
Res. -Atmos., 106, pp. 20069-20083  

 
University of East   Timothy D. Mitchell  
Anglia, Norwich  Mike Hulme 


